Tip Off - 2 December 2025.

mThey are playing you by covering your story. It would be
reasonaple 10 assume they are trying to protect themselves to prevent their massive conflicts

ofinterest from being known.

Did you know the General Manager of The Mercury / News Corp Tasmania, Damon Wise,
has been quietly working a second job as the Executive General Manager for Strategic
Engagement at Federal Group (gambling, hotels, government lobbying)?

Damon Wise hosted a private event at Wrest Point last week where they discussed policy
reform etc, the stadium etc. Josh Willie and Madeline Ogilvie were among those in the room
- they know about this conflict of interest. Brad Stansfield mentioned the event in a comment
to Saul Eslake on your tweet early last week.

Damon has had the job on the down low for months now while simultaneously working as
the head of The Mercury. He is also a director and part owner of Pinpoint group (ASIC
records below), who run the Taste of Summer (they have a PR news story in the Mercury
today on page three, and an advertisement on page 5) along with companies like Johnno’s
Sauce. The Tasmanian Government has given Pinpoint group around $8 million in funding
over the last 3-5 years.
https://www.themercury.com.au/news/8-million-cash-injection-for-the-taste-of-summer-fe
stival/news-story/844db012e9a46595be023efa798c1e74

Damon is also listed as a Board Member of the JackJumperswho recognise him as the
General Manager of News Corp Tasmania. Look at today’s paper, the JackJumpers have a
massive story on the back page of the Mercury today and anad on page 3.

Damon has previously been uncovered by the Tasmanian Inquirer for working with the
Mercury’s editor at the time to sell advertorials to the University of Tasmania for $80,000.

His partner is an advertising sales representative at Channel 7 in Launceston.
https://www.jackjumpers.com.au/board-of-directors
https://www.linkedin.com/in/damon-wise-a9a7 1bb5/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/georgina-rowe-60b2b941/
https://tasmanianinquirer.com.au/news/fantastic-offer-for-one-client-questions-raised-about-t
he-mercurys-advertorial-series/
https://www.themercury.com.au/news/tasmania/mercury-bush-summit-2023-introduction-with
-damon-wise/video/555418d301817299cd50c5d57d7fdfd2
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The proposal was issued in September 2019 by Damon Wise, News Corp Australia’s Tasmanian
general manager, and The Mercury's then editor, Chris Jones. “I have a FANTASTIC offer for one
client - can | see you SOON!! This arvo? | can come to you?”, a Mercury representative wrote to
UTAS.

For $80,000, the university — described as a “presenting partner” — was promised “editorial
alignment” with the “integration of your expert/spokesperson across the campaign” and a
“minimum of 6 x editorial mentions within relevant Future articles”. Sponsors that joined the
campaign would “influence debate and opinion on the future of our state” and be “positioned
as experts in your field".
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Treasury documents (above) also show a breakdown of the Tasmanian Government
advertising spending in 2023-24 by department. Over $61 million spent across the year. How
much of that went to The Mercury, how much to Pulse and how much to Channel 7? How
much to any other news outlets?




